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ST. JOHNSBURY—FATHER CREDITS RESCUE TO 

DARING SON 
(By Andrew Turner) 

Dale Chamberlain knows a thing or two 
about life, now that he’s looked death in the 
face and survived to tell about it. 

On March 2, Chamberlain was snowshoeing 
with his son Mark and grandson Justin on 
his property in Lyndonville when tragedy 
nearly struck. 

As Chamberlain tells it, the weather was 
about 45 degrees and drizzly that day, the 
kind of mid-winter thaw that deceives snow 
travelers so often 

Chamberlain, his son and grandson, had 
been trekking the woods near the South 
Wheelock River for about five hours, he esti-
mated, before coming to the river. 

‘‘We were making tracks back to the river. 
I could hear the roar of the water draining 
into channels in the ice Arriving at the 
river, I could see a possible way to cross,’’ 
Chamberlain stated. 

He said he began the attempt to cross and 
the way was slippery. Water covered the ice 
to roughly 6 inches deep in parts and he was 
able to use his ski poles to stabilize himself, 
poking the ice ahead of him to make sure 
that it was solid. 

‘‘I punched a hole in one area (and) the ice 
let go in the whole area around me. I went 
into the water and under the ice,’’ Chamber-
lain recounted. 

Chamberlain floundered in the water help-
lessly, his head just above the surface as ice 
continued to break away, making it impos-
sible to grasp onto anything firm. Hindering 
him was the fact that his snowshoes had be-
come tangled around each other. He couldn’t 
move his arms or legs. 

‘‘My muscles were going numb. The only 
thing I was really aware of was the roar of 
the rushing water,’’ he said. 

The next thing that he remembered was 
the feeling of his son’s hand on the back of 
his waterlogged jacket, tugging him out of 
the current of the water and eventually to 
the shore. 

‘‘He talked to me and assured me I was OK. 
He said he was going to stand me up. He said 
it wouldn’t do me any good to just lie 
there,’’ Chamberlain said. 

Eventually they were able to get to their 
cars and make it home, and to warmth. 
Chamberlain never received medical treat-
ment but was comforted by the fact that he 
had a son who challenged adversity to save 
his father’s life. 

‘‘Thanks to the quick thinking and 
strength of my son I am still among the liv-
ing. I now know that no matter how much 
experience you have in the woods the unex-

pected can always happen. I just thank God 
for Mark’s ability to analyze the situation 
and spring into action immediately,’’ he 
said.∑ 

f 

NATIONAL RACE FOR THE CURE 
∑ Mr. THOMPSON. Mr. President, I 
want to lend my voice today to the 
thousands of women and men who are 
supporting the search for a cure to 
breast cancer. 

Breast cancer is still the leading 
cause of mortality among American 
women between the ages of 35 and 54. 
In fact, odds are that one in every 
eight women will develop breast cancer 
in her lifetime. 

The encouraging news is that early 
detection is very effective in curbing 
this disease. At the same time we con-
tinue efforts to find a cure, we must be 
equally diligent in our efforts to edu-
cate women about the importance of 
regular clinical and self examinations 
for breast cancer. 

On June 7, Americans all over the 
country will again have the oppor-
tunity to show their concern by par-
ticipating in the 1997 National Race for 
the Cure. The race is a series of 5k runs 
and a 1-mile walk sponsored by the 
Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Foun-
dation in Dallas. 

I urge all of my colleagues, their 
spouses and staff to support the Capitol 
Hill Race for the Cure on June 7, where 
more than 50,000 are expected to par-
ticipate. This event will help raise 
money for breast cancer research and 
education and bring us all closer to the 
day when a cure is found. ∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO MERCYMOUNT COUN-
TRY DAY SCHOOL, 1997 U.S. DE-
PARTMENT OF EDUCATION BLUE 
RIBBON SCHOOL 

∑ Mr. REED. Mr. President, I rise today 
to recognize the achievement of 
Mercymount Country Day School of 
Cumberland, RI, which was recently 
honored as a U.S. Department of Edu-
cation Blue Ribbon School. 

As I think all in this chamber know, 
it is a highly regarded distinction to be 
named a Blue Ribbon School, since 
these schools represent some of the 

cream of our educational crop. 
Through an intensive selection process 
beginning at the State level and con-
tinuing through a Federal Review 
Panel of 100 top educators, many of the 
very best public and private schools in 
the Nation are identified as deserving 
of this honor. These are schools that 
are particularly effective meeting 
local, State, and national goals. But, 
Mr. President, this honor is not about 
determining who is best, it is about 
learning what works in educating to-
day’s children—the leaders of tomor-
row. 

Now, more than ever, it is important 
that we make every effort to reach out 
to students, that we truly engage and 
challenge them, and that we make 
their education come alive. At the 
Mercymount Country Day School in 
Rhode Island, partnerships between 
parents and teachers have made an 
enormous difference in the education 
of their students. They have under-
stood that the quality of education de-
pends not only upon the efforts of 
schools and government; it also de-
pends upon the ideas and innovation of 
parents and community. At 
Mercymount, parent-teacher coopera-
tion has brought computers into the 
classroom, and their ‘‘Pull the Plug’’ 
on TV initiative has helped students 
get away from television sets and into 
reading and other challenging activi-
ties. Mercymount has also developed a 
wonderful fine arts program, and as re-
search has shown, the pursuit of edu-
cation in the arts at an early age im-
proves a child’s cognitive ability. 
Again, Mercymount is making a huge 
difference in the lives of its students. 

Mr. President, the Blue Ribbon 
School initiative shows us the very 
best we can do for students, and the 
techniques that can be replicated in all 
schools to help all students learn. I am 
proud to say that in Rhode Island we 
can look to a school like Mercymount 
Country Day. Under the leadership of 
its principal, Sister Martha Mulligan, 
its capable faculty, and its improved 
parents, Mercymount will continue to 
be a shining example for years to 
come.∑ 

h 
FOREIGN CURRENCY REPORTS 

In accordance with the appropriate provisions of law, the Secretary of the Senate herewith submits the following report(s) of standing 
committees of the Senate, certain joint committees of the Congress, delegations and groups, and select and special committees of the Sen-
ate, relating to expenses incurred in the performance of authorized foreign travel: 

CONSOLIDATED REPORT OF EXPENDITURE OF FOREIGN CURRENCIES AND APPROPRIATED FUNDS FOR FOREIGN TRAVEL BY MEMBERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE U.S. SENATE, UNDER 
AUTHORITY OF SEC. 22, P.L. 95–384—22 U.S.C. 1754(b), COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES FOR TRAVEL FROM JAN. 1 TO MAR. 31, 1997 

Name and country Name of 
currency 

Per diem Transportation Miscellaneous Total 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 

Senator Jeff Bingaman: 
Singapore .................................................................................................. Dollar .................................................... .................... 311.29 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 311.29 
Malaysia .................................................................................................... Dollar .................................................... .................... 143.02 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 143.02 
Taiwan ...................................................................................................... Dollar .................................................... .................... 846.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 846.00 
United States ............................................................................................ Dollar .................................................... .................... .................... .................... 4,429.85 .................... .................... .................... 4,429.85 

Patrick Von Bargen: 
Singapore .................................................................................................. Dollar .................................................... .................... 1,003.50 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 1,003.50 
Malaysia .................................................................................................... Dollar .................................................... .................... 228.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 228.00 
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